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throw themselves into our arms, and lay their property at
our feet; they will buy from no other what we can sell
them; they will sell to no other what we wish to buy.

That any obligations should overpower their attention
to profit, we have known them long enough not to expect.
It is not to be expected from a more liberal people. With
what kindness they repay benefits, they are now showing
us, who, as soon as we have delivered them from France,
are defying and proscribing us.

But if we will permit them to tax themselves, they will
give us more than we require. If we proclaim them inde-
pendent, they will, during pleasure, pay us a subsidy. The
contest is not now for money, but for power. The question
is not, how much we shall collect, but, by what authority
the collection shall be made.

Those who find that the Americans cannot be shown, in
any form, that may raise love or pity, dress them in habili-
ments of terrour, and try to make us think them formidable.
The Bostonians can call into the field ninety thousand
men. While we conquer all before us, new enemies will
rise up behind, and our work will be always to begin. If
we take possession of the towns, the colonists will retire
into the inland regions, and the gain of victory will be only
empty houses, and a wide extent of waste and desolation.
If we subdue them for the present, they will universally
revolt in tita next war, and resign us, without pity, to sub-
jection and destruction.

To all this it may be answered, that between losing
America, and resigning it, there is no great difference; that
it is not very reasonable to jump into the sea, because the
ship is leaky. All those evils may befall us, but we need
not hasten them.

The dean of Gloucester has proposed, and seems to pro-
pose it seriously, that we should, at once, release our claims,
declare them masters of themselves, and whistle them down
the wind. His opinion is, that our gain from them will
be the same, and our expense less. What they can have
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